Terms Used by CBFWA Technical Committees in 

Development of Program Amendments
(RFAC and AFAC)
Biological Objectives
An objective is the desirable condition or state that one is attempting to achieve through a course of action. Objectives may have two components: (1) biological performance, describing responses of focal species, and/or (2) environmental characteristics, which describe conditions needed to achieve biological performance. Biological objectives are intended to be measurable and should have a temporal component. 
Strategies
Strategies are plans of action to achieve biological objectives. Strategies include specific tasks (RFAC) measures (AFAC) to be implemented, and are guidance for development of projects. Strategies should propose priorities and sequencing. 
Limiting Factors
Limiting factors are environmental (i.e., chemical, physical, or biological) condition (e.g., dissolved oxygen, nutrients, water temperature, sediment, stream morphology, predation, total dissolved gases, etc.) that limits the capability of a focal species population (e.g., spawning habitat, rearing area, migration barriers, etc.) to reach its biological objective. If removed, the target population would be expected to expand.
Causative Factors (Threats)
Activity or condition that contributes to, or causes, one or more limiting factors (e.g., upland tree removal, ground tillage for agriculture, livestock overgrazing on riparian corridors, dams, impoundments that convert flowing stream habitat to ponded habitat, mining, direct human disturbance of animal behavior, exotic species introductions, etc.).

Limiting Factor Categories

1. Water quantity/hydrograph – Timing and magnitude of flow conditions and reservoir elevations.
2. Water quality – Water characteristics including temperature, dissolved oxygen, suspended sediment, pH, toxics, etc.

3. Predation – Consumption of focal species (does not include harvest).
4. Competition – Interaction between/among organisms, both of which share a limited environmental attribute (i.e. food or space). 

5. Nutrients – Lack of nutrients in tributaries (anadromous zone-insufficient carcasses) and reservoirs.
6. Disease – A pathological condition of a part, organ, or system of an organism resulting from various causes, such as infection, genetic defect, or environmental stress, and characterized by an identifiable group of signs or symptoms.
7. Physical habitat quality/quantity – Quality or quantity of physical habitat.  Examples of measurable parameters include instream roughness, channel morphology, riparian conditions, fine sediment, shoreline development, etc.

8. Habitat access – Impaired access to spawning and/or rearing habitat. Examples include impassable culverts, delayed migration over dams, dewatered stream channels, etc.  If, for example, a stream has been diked, thereby eliminating access to off-channel habitat, habitat access should be considered a problem.  If off-channel habitat to which access has been eliminated is in impaired condition, it also considered an element of the physical habitat quality/quantity limiting factor.
9. Population traits – Impaired population condition(s) including: genetic, life history, morphological, productivity, fitness, behavioral characteristics, and population size.  Although population traits are caused by other limiting factors, they may also and independently be a limiting factor.

10. Knowledge Gaps – Lack of information 

Threat Categories

1. Current harvest practices – Direct and indirect mortality 

2. Current hatchery practices – Negative impact of hatchery practices on naturally produced fish.  Hatchery practices include: number of fish released, removal of adults for broodstock, breeding practices, rearing practices, release practices, water quality management, blockage of access to habitat, etc.

3. Current hydropower – Negative impact of current hydropower-system management on fish and wildlife populations  

4. Current land-use practices – Negative impact of current land-use activities on fish and wildlife populations. Land-use practices include timber harvest, agriculture, urbanization, transportation, mining, etc.  If current practices are not adequate to address problems caused by past practices, consider them here as well as under the legacy threat.

5. Introduced species – Negative impact of non-native organisms on fish and wildlife populations and their habitat.  

6. Legacy issues – Negative impact of practices that no longer occur but that created conditions that currently exert negative impacts.  Examples of legacy threats include: historic splash damming, and fishery harvest management, 
7. Ocean/climate conditions.
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